


ABRACADAVER
BASIC
Real Name: Arthur Kindred
Other Aliases: n/a
Race: Human (Undead); was African-American
Gender: Male
Birthdate: April 17, 1965
Deathdate: May 5, 2003
Age during this song: Died at 47 plus 16 years undead
Occupation: MD 
Education: College
Hometown: Baltimore, Maryland
Residence: Crypt at St. Christina's
APPEARANCE
Hair: Black
Eyes: Silver, glowing
Skin: Grey
Height: 6'2"
Build: Muscular
COSTUME
Mix of black leather combat gear and close-fitting robes; cloak with black hood that helps shield his face but lets the eyes shine. Red magical markings on leather. 

ABILITIES
Can manipulate magical forces for healing. Can summon bolts of stunning from hands. Seemingly undead. Can phase into non-corporeal ghost form for brief periods but it takes a lot of energy. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: local good magic team – Cunning Folk
Friends/Allies: Cunning Folk: Zomtimist, Magic Wanda, Moongarden
Enemies/Rivals: The Tenebrea: Necronancy, Greywitch, Taglock & Tisane
Family: Sister, but cannot make contact because he doesn't want to freak her out
Romantic Interest: Married to his work
Pets: None
BACKGROUND
[bookmark: _Hlk17217978] 
Character arc before the song:
Arthur was a medical doctor who trusted modern science but felt it could be enhanced, and he could save more patients if he could merge the techniques of the physical and mystical worlds. Most of his peers disapproved of his research. He died in a car accident two days before the Second Surge in 2003, and suddenly found himself resurrected…in the morgue. 

With his old life gone, Arthur takes up residence in a crypt in the graveyard of St. Christina's. Over the years he has dug deeper and built it into a surprisingly comfortable underground apartment, complete with a medical bay. Sometimes he patches up other heroes in need of emergency medical attention there. 

His corpse had been prepped for burial so he was exsanguinated and no longer bleeds; the wounds from the accident along his right ribs had been repaired but not well, as he was just going into the ground anyway. 


 
Character arc after the song:
 


THE BAD SCIENTIST
BASIC
Real Name:  Jeff Hammond
Other Aliases: The Mad Scientist (press nickname)
Race: Human
Gender: Male
Birthdate: June 2, 1984
Age during this song: 25
Occupation: Chemistry teacher, Hero Falls High School
Education: Bachelor of Science, 
Hometown: Benton, ME
Residence: Apartment in St. Christina's with a workshop in a storage container out by the docks
APPEARANCE
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Green, with glasses
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 6'2"
Build: Fit but fatigued
COSTUME
None – he's not a costumed hero. Business casual for teaching, polo shirts when he wants to relax, which he doesn't really do. 

ABILITIES
Gadget inventor of variable success. No superhuman powers. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: None
Friends/Allies: AP3X (eventually)
Enemies/Rivals: The media; Quorum; Protectors
Family: Single and looking
Romantic Interest: None at present
Pets: Lloyd the goldfish. Wants a dog, just can't have one in the apartment


BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Jeff Hammond grew up with a love for the physical sciences, and excelled at them in high school. His work earned a scholarship to Moore University, which is where it all fell apart; he struggled to keep up with the difficult curriculum, and only graduated through sheer perseverance. Upon graduation, he earned a teaching spot at Hero Falls High School.
 
After seeing heroes struggle, he started to think how he could help, and the answer was helpful, non-lethal gadgets – laser nets, stun grenades, and other devices that would hopefully assist the heroes he admired. Hammond got into the habit of leaving the gadgets for the recipients as anonymous gifts, in part because he was too shy to meet his heroes. He has genuinely good ideas but incomplete execution, so the devices actually wind up causing damage accidentally. Among the mishaps:

· Lucky Ace from the Quorum was unintentionally knocked out by Hammond's stun grenade, which went off as soon as Lucky pulled the pin. It took him a day or two to recover. 
· Epitome attempted to use a taser on some fleeing enemies, but the device backfired and stopped her heart; she was legally dead for a short period of time, but was later revived. 
· Skull and Bones, two street vigilantes, were ensnared by the laser net they were trying to use against some muggers, which burned and incapacitated them. They later recovered. 

The Ugly Truth puts together the string of mishaps and decides there's a "Mad Scientist" out to kill heroes. Jeff hates this, as his intentions truly are pure. He does not want to be branded as a villain for trying to help the heroes. But he comes to accept that he is not as skilled as he would like to be, but insists that he never meant to cause harm. 

To attempt to set the record straight – but without jeopardizing his low-paying teaching job – he writes an open letter, which he sends to the Herald and then reads in an online video while keeping his face hidden. 

Character arc after the song:
Jeff has determined that AP3X lives in the junkyard, but hasn't sent him any gifts yet. AP3X collects the malfunctioning gadgets and inspects them; he ultimately figures out the truth and befriends Jeff. Jeff in turn tries to help solve his memory issues, even if that means he will lose the only friend he has in Hero Falls. Since JeffJun is a slow learner, they work as allies for several years. 

CELLOUT
BASIC
Real Name: Emery Sylvain
Other Aliases: 
Race: Human (Asian-American)
Gender: Male
Birthdate: August 23, 1958
Age during this song: 57 (2015)
Occupation: Phone technician 
Education: Trade school, but most of the most useful stuff he knows was found via independent research
Hometown: Hero Falls
Residence: Gibbons Grove
APPEARANCE
Hair: Gray over black; unkempt beard since the accident
Eyes: hazel; sunken
Skin: 
Height: 5'11"
Build: Slightly heavy 
COSTUME
Normal business casual clothes

ABILITIES
Intricate knowledge of telecommunications networks and devices

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: none
Friends/Allies: none
Enemies/Rivals: middle management
Family: Mary Chao (wife, married 1977; divorced 1980; died 1984); Danielle (daughter, born 1978; died 2015)
Romantic Interest: none at present
Pets: 


BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Emery Sylvain was born in the glittering 1950s to middle-class parents of a mixed marriage – his Chinese mother Lihua (Americanized as "Linda") was a teacher, his Caucasian father Jerry worked in typesetting & layout at the Hero Falls Herald. In 1958, the world was full of promising technology and no place exemplified that more than Hero Falls. Emery took to electronics at an early age, building transistor radios, walkie talkies, and other electronic gadgets from Heathkit and Radio Shack catalogs in the early 1960s. As long-distance calling faded from luxury to commonplace, Emery became an expert in telecommunications, dabbling in the hacker underground of the late 70s and 80s, sharing secrets and tools that would inspire and fuel one Kevin Mitnick. 
Emery married his Hero Falls High school sweetheart Mary Chao soon after graduation and got themselves a nice place in Gibbons Grove. They divorced just three years later; he was difficult to live with, a bit curmudgeonly, and married to his work more than his wife. When Mary suddenly died from a sudden illness, he took custody of their 7-year-old daughter, Danielle, and recommitted himself to raising her, regretting that he had not cherished his earlier time with her. 
The tech advanced and Emery kept pace, but as the telecom companies grew, shrank, grew, and absorbed each other, he was lost in the shuffle by management. Instead of prizing him as an asset who knew the ins and outs of all the technology that had evolved to create the current network, he became a remnant of the past at Qualitone, especially after he offered some critique on their relentless market expansion and dodgy security. The final straw was an internal memo to the CEO, expressing a philosophical disagreement about the negative effects of personal tech and the onset of always-on culture, ending with a plea to be more socially responsible. Politically shunned by rotating management -- each inheriting the biases of the previous drone -- Emery was invited to take a severance package and an early retirement in 2014. He paid off his house in Gibbons Grove and focused on funding Danielle's impending college education. 

Emery kept himself busy by opening a tech repair shop in a nearby strip mall -- replacing cracked screens, swapping SIM cards, and occasionally jailbreaking iPhones. It kept him in the loop of current technology, particularly its weaknesses. He often silently judged his customers for being irresponsible or ignorant, but he kept these critiques to himself. 
In 2015, Danielle was killed in car accident; the driver at fault was texting while driving. Danielle was all he had left and the grief overtook him. Her death, he felt, was the direct result of what he had tried to warn his employers about – technology promoted as a necessity, and slowly becoming a replacement for human contact. Now that he had no human contact of value, he began noticing just how bad the problem had become: Everyone was glued to a small screen, staring into their devices while navigating public staircases, crosswalks, and parking lots -- actively avoiding other people and wandering through a physical realm they barely noticed.  Emery became convinced that the telcos had enacted nothing short of a mind control conspiracy, and that only a complete shutdown would make people aware of and abandon the "windows from the world" that had imprisoned them. 

Luckily, he had the knowledge to bring a technological apocalypse about. He grimly dubbed it his "Unlimited Plan" and set about infiltrating the satellite network that currently held humanity enslaved. 
There was little anyone could do to stop him. 


Character arc after the song:
He does crash the satellite, and Wyldstar/Silver Savior/cosmic heroes wind up helping to restore it





CIRRUS
BASIC
Real Name: Eleanor Seybold
Other Aliases: Ellie
Race: Human
Gender: Female
Birthdate: February 9, 1964
Age during this song: 49
Occupation: Journalist 
Education: HS diploma
Hometown: Green Bay, Wisconsin
Residence: House in the Henson Hills until 2008; now in a condo in Onyx Hills
APPEARANCE
Hair: Blonde
Eyes: Green
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 5’10”
Build: Slim
COSTUME
TBD, something aerodynamic and suitable for flight/6DOF

ABILITIES
Psychokinesis – the ability to move things with her mind, including herself, essentially giving her flight powers. Strongly telepathic with Peter Hughes. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: The Protectors (Reserves)
Friends/Allies: Stratus (spouse, d. 2007)
Enemies/Rivals: Crime Minister; Peter Salt
Family: Peter Hughes, aka Stratus (spouse, d. 2007)
Romantic Interest: Stratus (spouse, d. 2007)
Pets: Two cats, Sun and Moon


BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Ellie grew up a child of the late 60s and early 70s; her natural curiosity as a child merged with her awareness of America’s social issues like Vietnam and Watergate, which sparked a desire to learn the truth; this led her on a path to journalism. Her tenacity and inquisitiveness made her a star reporter for her hometown paper in Green Bay, and after two years in that relatively small market, she received a job offer from the Hero Falls Herald, which was considered one of the most prestigious publications in the country in 1984. Ellie joined the paper as a staff reporter, where she met fellow reporter Peter Hughes. An office romance culminated in marriage in 1986; Ellie retained her maiden name. 

A year later, Peter and Ellie were working at the paper when the First Surge hit; they both received psionic powers via the First Surge in 1987. Peter and Ellie found they shared a strong telepathic bond and could communicate over long distances through telekinesis – but they rarely spent time apart. More surprising was the realization that they could now hover and fly using their psionic powers. Without revealing their new gifts, they continued to work at the paper, while Peter enthusiastically developed their superhero personas Stratus and Cirrus after hours. They began nighttime missions based on leads they’d found through their day jobs and began quietly assisting other heroes with intel and light rescue duties. 

The following year, they were officially recruited to be part of the Protectors; since they can fly but had no combat powers, they remained support heroes who stayed clear of the front lines, helping instead with non-combat roles like recon and civilian safety during crises. Whereas Peter takes his responsibilities as a Protector very seriously, Ellie enjoys the thill and freedom for flight more. She knows how important it is to Peter and she loves spending so much time together, so she continues to serve. 

Ellie and Peter were present at and assisted with most of the major Hero Falls events from 1987 to 2007. During a brutal thunderstorm in August 2007, Cirrus and Stratus were struck by lightning while attempting to help rescue residents from a flooded building where the water weight was too much for the roof. Cirrus survives her injuries but Stratus does not. It is unclear whether the thunderstorm was natural or man-made. 
Her life was further complicated by the revelation of her true identity at the paper, as Peter disappeared at the same time that Stratus was killed, and a rival journalist from the increasingly scummy tabloid The Hot Sheet broke the story. Ellie remained at the Herald with full support of her stunned coworkers, but shifted to the copy desk, editing stories for print and the web but doing far less investigative reporting herself. 

Five years later, Ellie is still trying to cope with the loss, and despite support and therapy from her friends in the Protectors, she has not made as much progress as anyone would have hoped. An entry from her journal on the 5th anniversary of Peter’s passing, August 2013: 

I remember the first time we flew. I was excited and you were nervous, you never liked heights until that night. You said you weren’t ready, it felt like it was someone else’s gift. But that leap of faith was something we took together. 

We knew our destiny would be with each other before the Surge upped the ante. I loved the thrill, you operated out of a sense of duty. You felt responsibility more than joy. Were you working off guilt for receiving the gift?

The next 20 years felt like a surreal blur. Everything from foiling bank heists to alien invasions, secret game nights with our new friends, traveling more than the world and elsewhere. We had a good run even if I wanted more time.

Anniversaries just remind me of the best times. They keep me busy, and there’s work to do. But I see the pity I their eyes. 

I can’t move on but I’ll keep moving forward.

Character arc after the song:
She wants to mentor someone, and finds that someone in Wyldchild. 


THE CRIME MINISTER
BASIC
Real Name: Talmadge Garvin Blevins
Other Aliases: The Minister, CM
Race: Human
Gender: Male
Birthdate: September 15, 1932
Age during this song: 40
Occupation: Entrepreneur
Education: Eton 
Hometown: London, England
Residence: Hero Falls
APPEARANCE
Hair: Gray, receding hairline, but still neat and severe short haircut
Eyes: Steel blue
Skin: Pale
Height: 5'11"
Build: Slight; wiry. Not physically imposing but clearly physically capable. 
COSTUME
A business suit, which follows the clean lines and slim tapers of a suit from the 1960s. Always dark gray, with a rotating collection of matching pocket squares and ties. When feeling formal, he adds a derby or a top hat. 

ABILITIES
Charisma. Cunning. Agility. While the power he wields is not physical, CM has some martial arts training, so in a personal confrontation, you'll be disarmed or disabled before you make a second move. But for someone as refined as he is, others will do the dirty work of fisticuffs. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: The Administration
Friends/Allies: 
Enemies/Rivals: 
Family: 
Romantic Interest: 
Pets: 
BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
He came from a rich family but wasn't spoiled – in fact, more like abused; his father was cold and begrudgingly provided for him after his mother died. Told to "forge his own path instead of looking for handouts," Tal wound up running scams and increasingly successful crime rings on the side through primary school and university. When his father passed in his final year at Eton, Tal inherited nothing. 

Smarter than most, Tal expanded his empire in London 

Character arc after the song:
It's about time we meet the big villain. This is the man who runs Hero Falls from the shadows. His name is Talmadge Garvin Blevins, but he's better known as The Crime Minister. 
This song takes place in 1973, when he made his play to control the underworld. He invites the other warring, controlling interests to a lavish dinner party at his mansion to offer them all a plan to rule the city together. By the end of the meal, he receives no response but has a definitive answer. 


FYREFOX
BASIC
Real Name: Bridget Springer
Other Aliases: None
Race: Human
Gender: Female
Birthdate: May 7, 1983
Age during this song: 36
Occupation: Quantum Research Chemist (terminated 2003)
Education: Masters from Princeton University
Hometown: Ontario, New York
Residence: two-bedroom apartment in St. Christina district
APPEARANCE
Hair: Red, wavy, shoulder-length
Eyes: Pale blue, almost gray
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 5’ 7”
Build: Athletic/Curvy
COSTUME
Black bodysuit, orange/yellow hot-rod flames traveling up from ankles and wrists and tapering off mid-limb
ABILITIES
Fire generation and manipulation. Fyrefox can shoot flames from fingertips; when at peak power, flame aura appears. She uses the resulting heat currents to hover and fly within the atmosphere (she cannot go to space). 
RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: Quorum (dissolved 2019)
Friends/Allies: Torus (deceased); Abracadaver
Enemies/Rivals: Silicon Allie, Lucky Ace (ex-teammate)
Family: Estranged parents and younger brother in Ontario
Romantic Interest: None at present
Pets: None

BACKGROUND
Character arc before the song:

Bridget was a gifted student in physical chemistry, graduating with her masters from a full ride through Princeton University in the standard four-year span for a bachelor’s degree. She was offered a position at the Epicenter – a prestigious honor for someone her age – and was in the lab when the Second Surge happened in 2003; she became quantumly entangled with liquid oxygen. (The Epicenter immediately terminated her position, citing their liability clause and her non-disclosure agreement.) Like others before her, she felt a civic responsibility after getting her powers, she took up the mantle Fyrefox and joined three other newbies from the Second Surge (Lucky Ace, Silicon Allie, and Torus) as they found their way together under the team name The Quorum. 

She genuinely enjoyed being a superhero for a while, but it disrupted her normal life to the point where she could not hold a job, and Hero Falls only offers a token stipend to all of its heroes – one that was insultingly small. Without a high enough profile, she was never offered lucrative endorsement deals like Silver Savior, so she was always scraping by. 

In December 2018 her teammate Torus died attempting to stop a commuter train derailment, a disruption from The Crime Minister. He saved the passengers but wound up being crushed in the wreckage. This affected her deeply, as they were platonic friends who shared that special bond of having learned to be heroes at the same time. Photos of his corpse were shamelessly printed by the local tabloid, along with insincere promises to never forget his sacrifice – but a week later, the city was obsessing over a different celebrity, and within months the entire incident was forgotten as just another day in Hero Falls. 

Struggling with grief and realizing his legacy was already forgotten, she began to question everything and lose faith in a city that treats its protectors as disposable celebrities. There was not only no profit in helping humanity -- there was no point in being a hero at all. She realized how much smarter she was than many of the petty criminals she was throwing through the revolving jail-cell door, and knew she could do a much better job if she was just willing to compromise her integrity. So if the city won't take care of her, she'll take care of herself -- by any means necessary. 

Character arc after the song:
Within the first year, she does prove to be a strong and competent criminal. She is in the awkward position of occasionally fighting her old teammates (after her turn, Quorum ceases to be, though the two remaining members are still active), and she is still a little insecure as she tries to get a foothold in the villain community – she literally burned people when she was a hero so it takes a little while for her to establish credibility in the underworld. But she has proven she’s more successful and satisfied as a villain; it was the right choice. Her story is ongoing. 
KAREN & FRANK
BASIC
Real Name: Karen Reuter
Other Aliases: 
Race: so white
Gender: Female
Birthdate: April 4, 1974
Age during this song: 33 years old (2007)
Occupation: Karen is a marketing executive at CORPORATIONTK
Education: Bachelor's
Hometown: Los Angeles
Residence: McMansion in a gated community in Onyx Hills
APPEARANCE
Hair: Brunette
Eyes: Brown
Skin: Light, but flawless
Height: 5'7"
Build: Fit. She does yoga. 
COSTUME
Normal upper-middle class Macy’s fashion. 

ABILITIES
Persuasion. Iron will. Moral flexibility.

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: 
Friends/Allies: Frank Andrusiewicz
Enemies/Rivals: 
Family: Frank Andrusiewicz
Romantic Interest: Frank Andrusiewicz
Pets: Muffin, a tiny dog that sadly gets dressed up and treated like a baby


BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Karen Reuter doesn't just want it all, she expects it, and she believes she deserves it: The perfect marriage, the important career, the 2.3 children.

Karen grew up in Los Angeles, slightly spoiled daughter of a Hollywood producer and his trophy wife. They were a classic SoCal power couple – complete with a divorce when Karen was nine years old, which left Karen disillusioned and a little resentful. She intended not to repeat their mistakes; when it was her turn to start a family, a stable marriage would be her subtle revenge. 

Karen met engineering student Frank in COLLEGETK in one of those awkward freshman mixers; she was out of his league but he was smitten and overcame his natural shyness to court her. Having always been surrounded by loud, overt personalities, she found his quieter personality and shy resolve charming; plus, being more skilled in power dynamics, Karen realized she'd have the upper hand with a guy who was smart enough to know how lucky he was. More importantly, his commitment to her touched on her need for a stable family life; when they were wed, she kept her surname because it was "her brand." 

Since her father set an example of self-importance and her mother was a master manipulator, she naturally combined both influences and excelled in a career in marketing. She was promoted for spearheading a campaign that restored the reputation of CORPORATIONTK after its embarrassing cannibalism scandal. Frank got an offer to work at the Epicenter, building tech, and the couple relocated to Hero Falls. 

When it became clear that Frank was unable to conceive a child, the couple attempted adoption, but a series of barriers presented themselves. One birth mother changed her mind at the last minute; another child was promised but sadly stillborn; an international adoption fell through. After two years of bad luck -- and a constant parade of ungrateful parents who ignored and otherwise did a bad job of raising the kids that she could never have -- Karen started entertaining any ideas that would bring a child into her life, one that was hers and hers alone. When Frank offhandedly mentioned that a friend's team at work had lost funding for a memory modifier device (on which he'd consulted and contributed some electrical schematics, and nicknamed the project the "washing machine"), she saw this as an opportunity: If Frank would build a device at home, they could simply abduct an unhappy parent and child from outside of town, alter their memories so the parent thinks the child has died in an accident, and the child only remembered Karen and Frank as their actual parents. 

Karen is pitching Frank on the plan, expecting him to go along with it, feeling very smart and entitled. She's also using the pitch session to justify to herself that they are actually rescuing kids (and parents) from bad situations, freeing the mother of unwanted responsibility and giving the boy a better life than he would have had in the old situation. Whether that's true or not is irrelevant – it's the reality Karen intends to create. 

Character arc after the song:
There are, of course, many flaws in Karen's plan, not least of which is the DNA evidence that the child's natural mother is someone else. They do successfully abduct a boy and his mother from a playground in Secaucus, NJ, but HEROTK investigates and figures out what's happened.


THE SILVER SAVIOR
BASIC
Real Name: Jeremy Christopher
Other Aliases: Savior
Race: Human
Gender: Male
Birthdate: November 4, 1971
Age during this song: 22 (January 1993)
Occupation: Full-time super, sponsored
Education: Half of high school
Hometown: Sarasota, FL
Residence: Mansion/fortress on the outskirts of Onyx Hills
APPEARANCE
Hair: Dirty blonde
Eyes: Blue
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 6'3"
Build: Muscular and perfectly chiseled – paragon of physical fitness
COSTUME
Garish. Spandex tights, mostly blue with chrome armor accents and some red details designed to manipulate people's sense of patriotism. Cape. Atomic number for silver (Sn) worked in as molecules? Bible verse about silver? Feathers under the should pauldrons to suggest angel wings and American eagles. or halo in the logo?

ABILITIES
Almost everything. Flight, super strength, speed, invulnerability, and now, can talk to fish. New powers appear over time. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: The Protectors (leader, or at least public face)
Friends/Allies: Wyldstar
Enemies/Rivals: All criminals; petty grudges against anybody who steals the spotlight
Family: Confirmed heterosexual bachelor; does not speak to Florida relatives, who still try to cash in on his fame
Romantic Interest: Who can keep up with the tabloid rumors? He denies them all but in reality he's just sleeping around. 
Pets: None; he has enough responsibility keeping humans alive

BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Jeremy Christopher started as a lower-class, rural Florida kid who could only dream as far as finding new excuses to skip school and dreamt of being a bus driver with a fast food job on the side. However, his powers began to manifest around puberty and seemingly have not stopped. After developing flight, enhanced strength, and apparent invulnerability, he headed to Hero Falls to seek his fortune. Every few weeks, he acquires another power; he may be working his way to immortality, but science cannot tell. 

A small cult pops up around him, calling him Christ-like, which feeds his ego and gives him a messiah complex. He believes his own hype, and knows he’s the most powerful hero in the community. It's annoying because he does actually achieve a lot of good but seemingly does so for the wrong reasons -- he does save people, he does protect the city, but you get the sense that it’s all self-serving, as he seeks media exposure with an obvious sense of false humility. 
Some of the other heroes think he’s a tool but he’s such a useful tool that they work with him and try to influence him to be more than he is. He winds up being the figurehead leader of the supergroup The Protectors but the actual strategy and heavy lifting are quietly done by another, older, wiser hero with a deep sense of duty who doesn’t crave the spotlight. 

Character arc after the song:
Something should happen later that truly does humble him so he grows up into a protector everybody respects. But that might not be for a while. 


STRATUS
BASIC
Real Name: Peter Hughes
Other Aliases: n/a
Race: Human
Gender: Male
Birthdate: June 10, 1964
Date of Death: August 21, 2007
Age during this song: n/a
Occupation: Journalist 
Education: Bachelor’s of Journalism, Moore University
Hometown: Cleveland, Ohio
Residence: last was house in Henson Hills
APPEARANCE
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 5’11”
Build: Athletic
COSTUME
TBD, something aerodynamic and suitable for flight/6DOF

ABILITIES
Psychokinesis – the ability to move things with her mind, including herself, essentially giving her flight powers. Strongly telepathic with Peter Hughes. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: The Protectors (Reserves)
Friends/Allies: Cirrus (spouse)
Enemies/Rivals: Crime Minister; Peter Salt
Family: Eleanor Seybold, aka Cirrus (spouse); Steven Hughes (brother)
Romantic Interest: Cirrus (spouse)
Pets: Two cats, Sun and Moon


BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Peter grew up with a quiet intensity about him and showed a strong sense of moral responsibility. At age 8, he and his brother were riding bicycles in the neighborhood when a car sideswiped his brother, seriously injuring him. Instead of panicking, Peter carried his brother to the hospital and was even able to report the license number of the driver who caused the accident. After an internship while studying journalism at Moore University, Peter joined the paper as a staff reporter, where she met fellow reporter Peter Hughes. An office romance culminated in marriage in 1986. 

A year later, Peter and Ellie were working at the paper when the First Surge hit; they both received psionic powers via the First Surge in 1987. Peter and Ellie found they shared a strong telepathic bond and could communicate over long distances through telekinesis – but they rarely spent time apart. More surprising was the realization that they could now hover and fly using their psionic powers. Without revealing their new gifts, they continued to work at the paper, while Peter enthusiastically developed their superhero personas Stratus and Cirrus after hours. They began nighttime missions based on leads they’d found through their day jobs and began quietly assisting other heroes with intel and light rescue duties. 

The following year, they were officially recruited to be part of the Protectors; since they can fly but had no combat powers, they remained support heroes who stayed clear of the front lines, helping instead with non-combat roles like recon and civilian safety during crises. Whereas Peter takes his responsibilities as a Protector very seriously, Ellie enjoys the thill and freedom for flight more. She knows how important it is to Peter and she loves spending so much time together, so she continues to serve.

Ellie and Peter were present at and assisted with most of the major Hero Falls events from 1986 to 2007. During a brutal thunderstorm in August 2007, Cirrus and Stratus were struck by lightning while attempting to help rescue residents from a flooded building where the water weight was too much for the roof. Cirrus survives her injuries but Stratus does not. It is unclear whether the thunderstorm was natural or man-made. 
Cirrus is remembered with a memorial statue at his gravesite, supplied by The Protectors. 




TAMASHI
BASIC
Real Name: Hiro Hitodama
Other Aliases: Harry (Americanized nickname)
Race: Asian-American
Gender: Male
Birthdate: February 27, 1964
Age during this song: 23
Occupation: Insurance investigator
Education: High School
Hometown: Hero Falls
Residence: previously lived with his family in Gibbons Glade and was planning to get a house in Henson Hills; ultimately becomes a roomie (of sorts) for Abracadaver.  
APPEARANCE
Before: 
Hair: Black, short cut
Eyes: brown
Skin: Light brown
Height: 6'1"
Build: Trim/athletic
During the Two Weeks:
Hair: Blond
Eyes: green
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 5'7"
Build: Slightly doughy
In ghost form, Hiro appears as he did as a human, but translucent white. His eyes no longer have pupils; they are solid white. 
  
COSTUME
In ghost form, Hiro appears as he did as a human, but translucent white. His eyes no longer have pupils; they are solid white. 

He wears a long leather coat over a shirt and tie, black jeans and combat boots – but it all looks misty gray in ghost form. 

ABILITIES
Can phase through objects with little to no effort. Can interact with real-world objects with effort and concentration, but it is draining and he's still gaining the skill. Can possess items and even people but does not like it – except cats, which feel oddly comfortable. This possession allows him to stay close to Aimi. 
RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: Cunning Folk
Friends/Allies: Abracadaver (roommate in 2003)
Enemies/Rivals: Black Parade
Family: Parents – father Takeki, mother Setsu (nee Aino)
Romantic Interest: Aimi Aikawa, ex-fiancée
Pets: None
BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Hiro "Harry" Hitodama has a good thing going on – at age 23, he's three years into an interesting and rewarding career as an insurance investigator, he's the reigning Tempest champion at the Quarter Mile, and he's engaged to be married to Aimi Aikawa in six months. He's even found a nice place in Henson Hills for the two of them to start out, and he's been saving and wisely managing his finances since purchasing the ring. He's seen as a positive role model in the Japanese-American community within Hero Falls and is used as an example behind his back – disappointed elders ask why their children and grandchildren can't be more like Hiro. 

But after a few weeks in 1987, a nagging cough and fatigue led to a doctor's appointment – and that routine checkup escalated unexpectedly. The doctor found an unusually aggressive cancer, and Hiro was stunned he was only given two weeks to live – unheard of for someone in the prime of his youth. But the science checked out, and Hiro went home unsure of what to do next. He decided to keep the information to himself; he would think more clearly in the morning and break the news to Aimi then. 

That never happened. Instead of waking for one of his last 14 days, Hiro awoke in limbo. A hooded figure who identified itself as The Adjustor informs him that he didn't die of the cancer – he was murdered, and now that injustice has put the afterlife into an imbalance. The Adjustor has given him a chance from beyond the grave to return - he gets those two weeks to live again and figure out what happened. If he does, he is told he can remain in the realm of the living.


Guy is told he was two weeks to live but then he doesn't remember them - what happened during that time? He was murdered, it wasn't the illness, and 
I was an insurance investigator, and I remember the look on the doctor's face - he was haunted, said he'd never seen anything move so fast, and that I had two weeks to live. But the next thing I remember was the afterlife. I spoke to a vision a hooded figure in gray, telling me I was being given two weeks to live - the two I'd lost - to figure out what really happened. If I could bring the perp to justice and correct this cosmic imbalance, I'd be rewarded. I'd have to use my investigative skills, under the visual guise of another person, to solve my own murder. But I only had two weeks to live. 


Character arc after the song:
The person who stole his two weeks did so to extend their own life -- a deal with the devil requires VILLAINTK to terminate the terminally ill to buy themselves time. They hack the hospital records to see who's dying soon
The Adjustor keeps his promise and sends Hiro back – but as neither his temporary host nor his original self. The Adjustor clarifies he never said he'd bring him back to his previous life, just allow him to return – without specifying the terms of the deal. He's now a spirit that resembles his former self, but can never be reunited with his wife. 
Hiro watches Aimi live a quiet solitary life, never seeking another husband out of respect -- which is not what Hiro wanted. He watches over her and regularly possesses the body of her pet cat so he can be close to her.  



WYLDCHILD
BASIC
Real Name: Kelly Argyle
Other Aliases: n/a
Race: Human
Gender: Female
Birthdate: July 12, 1980
Age during this song: 16 (1996)
Occupation: Student
Education: High school (not yet graduated)
Hometown: Hero Falls
Residence: family home in Henson Hills
APPEARANCE
Hair: Brunette, straight, pulled back in a ponytail
Eyes: Green
Skin: Caucasian
Height: 5’ 5”
Build: Athletic, but not ripped
COSTUME
Being an advanced alien artifiact, the bracelet generates the costume via nanotechnology – a mix of light combat armor (by default) and kevlar/carbon fiber weave. 

ABILITIES


RELATIONSHIPS
Team Affiliation: Protectors (eventually)
Friends/Allies: Sarah Vinh, college roommate; Cirrus
Enemies/Rivals: unknown
Family: William (Bill) Argyle (father, deceased)
Romantic Interest: high school ex-boyfriend
Pets: not in college


BACKGROUND
 
Character arc before the song:
Hero Falls Museum curator Bill Argyle bonded with a power bracelet from another galaxy from a previous interdimensional attack. The bracelets granted him otherworldly powers like flight and the ability to shoot cosmic rays from his wrists. Using the superhero identity Wyldstar, he often assisted supergroup The Protectors, using his job at the museum as cover – trips to speak about Hero Falls’ unique history, investigating the sites of other occurrences, and recovering new artifacts for the museum’s collection. In reality, sometimes he was off fighting cosmic threats with the team under the guise of extended business trips. 
Kelly Argyle is his daughter, and this is all news to her. She grew up wanting more time with her father, unaware of his double life but resentful of the time he would spend at his job. As she got older she got more bitter, and after a tumultuous period of teen rebellion, found herself at Moore University when her father went missing. A few days later, Wyldstar’s bracelets delivered themselves to her, clamping themselves to her wrists in the middle of the night. She recognizes them – as does her roommate -- and the truth dawns on her. 
Kelly is simultaneously hurt, stunned, inspired, and angry. “My dad left me this bracelet and I don't want it. He was never around because he was off being a secret superhero instead of being where he should have been – with his family." 
Unfortunately, she has no other information to go on – the bracelets have clamped on and are softly glowing, but she can't make them do anything or take them off. So in the moment of the song, she's doubly angry at finding out her dad was a major superhero and never trusted her with this information, and super pissed that he's apparently made this huge life decision for her. Right now, the bracelets are handcuffs.

Character arc after the song:
Within two days, the relic will finish its bonding/calibration and communicate – starting with a recorded message from her dad telling her the truth, apologizing for not being there, but asking her to take up the family mantle – as Wyldchild. Her college roommate Sarah Vinh is there when she finds out; she becomes her only confidant. 
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